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of quality, and apprehend some danger to a corner of
stable; yet why should you require me to attend next
morning at your levee with my humble thanks for the favour
you have done me?

If we might be allowed to judge for ourselves, we had
abundance of benefit by the Sacramental Test, and foresee a
number of mischiefs would be the consequence" of repealing
it, and we conceive the objections made against it by the
dissenters are of no manner of force : They tell us of their
merits in the late war in Ireland, and how cheerfully they
engaged for the safety of the nation ; that had they thought
they had been fighting only other people's quarrels, perhaps
it might have cooled their zeal ; and that for the future, they
shall sit down quietly and let us do our work ourselves;
nay, that it is necessary they should do so, since they cannot
take up arms under the penalty of high treason.

Now supposing them to have done their duty, as I believe
they did, and not to trouble them about the fly on the wheel;
I thought Liberty, Property and Religion had been the three
subjects of the quarrel, and have not all those been amply
secured to them? Had they not at that time a mental
reservation for power and employments? And must these
two articles be added henceforward in our national quarrels ?
It is grown a mighty conceit among some men to melt down
the phrase of a Church Established by law into that of the
Religion of the Magistrate ; of which appellation it is easier to
find the reason than the sense : If by the magistrate they mean
the prince, the expression includes a falsehood; for when King
James was prince,1 the Established Church was the same it is
now. If by the same word they mean the Legislature, we desire
no more. Be that as it will, we of this kingdom believe the
Church of Ireland to be the National Church, and the only
one established by law, and are willing by the same law to
give a toleration to dissenters : But if once we repeal our
Sacramental Test, and grant a toleration, or suspend the
execution of the penal laws, I do not see how we can be said
to have any Established Church remaining ; or rather why
there will not be as many established churches, as there are
sects of dissenters. No, say they, yours will still be -the

1 The words from "the expression" to "was prince" are omitted
by Faulkner in his edition. [T. S.]